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1. I grew up on a farm in rural South Dakota and graduated high school with a class of 13 people (almost 
all of which I had known since I was 4 years old). I received my bachelor’s degree from South Dakota 
State University in Civil Engineering and went on to Iowa State University for my master’s degree in 
Civil Engineering with a structural emphasis.  After graduate school, I moved further south and got a 
structural engineering position at George Butler Associates (GBA) in the bridge group.  GBA has given 
me the opportunity to work on both bridge design and vertical construction over the past 12 years.  I 
now split my time between bridge design and project management.  Along the way, I met my husband 
here in the KC Metro and got married.  We have two of the world’s most adorable children: a 4 yr old 
son and a 2 yr old daughter. 
 

2. Being from a farming community, I learned to drive at a young age.  I took driver’s ed when I was 13 
and was so short that I could barely see over the dash. 
 

3. “Whether you think you can, or you think you can’t - you’re right” – Henry Ford 
 

4. My job would be a lot easier if … software always worked the way you wanted it to. 
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