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Our Mission
The American Council of Engineering
Companies of Kansas (ACEC of Kansas)
is the trade association representing
private consulting engineering firms
doing work in the State of Kansas.
ACEC of Kansas serves the needs of
those firms and is dedicated to the
promotion and development of the
highest standards of professional
competence and ethics.
ACEC of Kansas
825 S. Kansas Ave, Suite 500
Topeka, KS 66612
(785) 357-1824
info@acecks.org

ACEC Kansas President
BRETT LETKOWSKI, P.E.
TranSystems Corporation
(316) 619-5240
baletkowski@transystems.com

Now that it’s November we are at the beginning
of the 2022 holiday season. Each of us have our
own family traditions and I am hoping that you
all have lots to be thankful for and look forward
to during this special time of year. I believe one
thing we all will be thankful for is the outcome
of the General Election and the end to the
constant shower of political ads. For my family
we look forward to spending time with our
extended family, playing games and fixing tasty
traditional meals.

I want to thank all that attended our
membership meetings this fall. We had great
speakers at each meeting with great attendance.
On November 1, we held our fourth and final
membership luncheon. Once again, I encourage all our members to
attend our luncheons. The time you invest is well worth the return. The
luncheons are great opportunities to learn more about what is happening
in our industry, details regarding future/potential legislative issues facing
our industry in the next legislative session and always some of the best
networking opportunities across multiple consulting firms.
For me, a fun part of the membership luncheons is watching the graduates
of the Emerging Leadership Program stand up waiting for Scott to call on
them to name their Senator and Representative and seeing the one or two
nervous faces because they don’t know or trying to frantically look it up
on their phone. Knowing your legislators is more than a test, it is one of
the most important things we can do to ensure we can impact policies and
votes that improve the opportunities in our industry. They want and need
to hear from us as well. To know we can have a positive impact on future
legislation by strengthening our relationships with our legislators informing
them of the potential impacts to our businesses to create a positive impact
is on us. Just another great reason to join the group for these powerful
networking events.
Thanks again to everyone that has come and shared. And to those that
haven’t made it yet, we look forward to meeting you in the coming months.
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KDOT, Kansas Association of Counties’
New Online Tool Improves Planning
Transportation Secretary Julie Lorenz announced the release of an online
interactive tool to enable Kansas counties to analyze county-owned roads
and bridges and help determine priorities to meet the future needs of local
road systems.
Referred to as “KLIP,” the Kansas Local Infrastructure Planning Tool
leverages counties’ existing road and bridge data and provides insights
on local infrastructure conditions through an interactive viewer. County
officials will be better able to prioritize and plan investments, including
for critical connections among agricultural, rural and urban communities
across Kansas.
Secretary Lorenz announced the release of the KLIP Tool at the 47th Annual
Kansas Association of Counties (KAC) Conference. The online tool was
developed by the Kansas Department of Transportation’s Bureau of Local
Projects in coordination with the KAC and the Kansas County Highway
Association (KCHA).
“The timing for this new tool is perfect,” said Secretary Lorenz. “While our
county roads and bridges are aging and construction and maintenance costs
are rising, we also have great opportunities. KDOT is fully funded for the
first time in more than a decade and there are significant federal funding
opportunities available to local governments.”
Secretary Lorenz said the KLIP tool enables counties to test a range of
spending and funding scenarios to determine priorities and meet the needs
of local road systems in the future.
“I’m very proud of the collaboration that went into developing this tool,”
she said.
The KLIP Tool maps all bridges in the county, as well as a providing
a historic look at investments in road and bridge maintenance and
construction for each county. Using information based on such factors as
number of bridges, miles of roadway or per capita, the user can use KLIP to
project future funding needs. Plans can be based on user inputs of costs for
various activities, mill levy increases, inflation rates and possible changes to
the size of the transportation system in that county.
The KLIP Tool was developed with input from a Project Advisory
Committee that included representation from KDOT, KAC, Saline County
and Stafford County. Pilot versions of the program were tested by staff at
Atchison, Crawford and Montgomery counties.

2022 County
Public IMprovement
award winner
The County Public Improvement Award
competition recognizes engineering
projects, not for their engineering
excellence, but for their benefit to the
citizens of a community. This is the 61st
year ACEC of Kansas has presented this
award.
The 2022 winner of the County Public
Improvement Award is Kingman County for
their FAS #13 Bridge Replacement project.
FAS Bridge #13 over Duck Creek on SE 70th
Avenue in Kingman County was replaced
in 2022 with a new four span reinforced
concrete haunched slab span bridge. The
project replaced a reinforced concrete
deck girder bridge constructed in 1935.
The new wider bridge provides a safety
enhancement along this vital corridor in
Kingman County. The bridge will serve the
citizens of Kingman County and the local
farming, ranching, and oil industry for many
years to come. The $1,280,000 project
was funded through the KDOT Cost Share
Program and with Kingman County funds.
The project was designed by Kirkham,
Michael and Associates, Inc. of Ellsworth
and constructed by Reece Construction
Company of Salina.

Access the KLIP Tool and User Manual
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ACEC-KDOT Partnering Conference 2022
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2023 ACEC OF KANSAS
ENGINEERING SCHOLARSHIP APPLICANTS
The ACEC Research Institute has begun accepting
applications for the 2023-2024 Academic Year.
Scholarships are available to students entering their
junior, senior, or fifth year pursuing a Bachelor’s or
Master’s degree in engineering or in an accredited land
surveying program.
In 2023, the ACEC Research Institute will award five (5)
General Scholarships, two (2) Specialty Scholarships, and
five (5) Diversity and Inclusion Scholarships.

ACEC of Kansas will also consider applicants for smaller
local scholarships. Applicants score more points when
they are recommended by consulting engineering or land
surveying firms.
For additional information, guidelines, and the
application, please visit the ACEC national website at:
ACEC of Kansas Scholarship Application Deadline:
January 27, 2023. Learn more.

history of Past National Winners from Kansas
2010
Kevin Arpin
Kansas State University
2010 Scholar of the Year
$10,000
2011
Samantha Forbes
University of Kansas
Kennedy/Jenks Consultants
Scholarship
$7,500
2011
Reid Lundin
Kansas State University
CASE Scholarship
$1,500
2012
Eric Witthaus
University of Kansas
2012 Scholar of the Year
$10,000
2012
Eric Grusenmeyer
Kansas State University
CASE Scholarship
$1,500
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2012
Trevor Kaufman
Kansas State University
Life Health
Trust Scholarship
$5,000

2015
Alex Pint
Kansas State University
Kennedy/Jenks Consultants
Scholarship
$7,500

2014
Cody Porter
University of Kansas
Business Insurance Trust
Scholarship
$5,000

2015
Daniel Weisenberger
Kansas State University
Small Firms Council
Scholarship
$3,000

2014
Adam Morel
Purdue University
CASE Scholarship
$1,500

2016
Jeffrey Bloss
University of Kansas
Council of Structural
Engineers Scholarship
$2,000

2014
Jared Rogers
Kansas State University
Small Firms Council
Scholarship
$2,000

2016
Jeremy Ensz
Kansas State University
2016 Scholar of the Year
$10,000
2017
Tristan Yount
University of Kansas
Council of Structural
Engineers Scholarship
$5,000
2018
Austin Eck
Kansas State University
Professional Liability
Agents Network
Engineers Scholarship
$5,000

2023 ACEC OF KANSAS
ENGINEERING
SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICANTS
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An update
from Lynn
Schloesser at
ACEC National
on BIL Hydrogen
Hub Funding
$7 Billion Hydrogen Hub
Funding Opportunity
Announcement (FOA)
DOE announced the opening
of applications for the $7 billion
program to create regional clean
hydrogen hubs (H2Hubs) across
the country. For this initial
funding opportunity launch,
DOE is aiming to select six to
ten hubs. Concept papers are
due by November 7, 2022, and
full applications are due by April
7, 2023. Additional funding
opportunities may follow to
accelerate and expand the network
of clean hydrogen projects. Read
more.
Other Current Open Funding
Opportunity Announcements can
be found here.

Above: ACEC Kansas members attend the Wichita membership lunch to
get vital local updates and network with their peers.

ACEC Kansas National Director Jeff Hancock (right, SMH Consultants)
and Executive Director Scott Heidner (left) represent ACEC Kansas at the
recent ACEC National Board of Directors meeting in Colorado.
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calendar of events
ACEC KS november
Membership Lunch

ACEC FEBRUARY
Board Meeting

ACEC november
Board Meeting

2023 water
quality seminar

November 1, 2022
Lawrence, Kansas

November 1, 2022
Lawrence, Kansas

February 7, 2023
Topeka, Kansas

ACEC-KS
SponsorS
Thank you to our sponsors for
supporting ACEC-KS and the
engineering industry!

March 7, 2023
Topeka, Kansas
See ad on page 3.

ACEC january
Board Meeting
January 10, 2023
Topeka, Kansas

2023 Water Quality Seminar
TUESDAY, MARCH 7, 2023
8:30 A.M.-4:30 P.M.
BARTLETT & WEST CONFERENCE ROOM
1200 SW EXECUTIVE DR, TOPEKA, KS 66615
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THE ACEC BUSINESS INSURANCE TRUST’S

NEW CYBER RISK PROGRAM
NoS OPerJIg a ComE@ete CDAer RJsF IIsuraIBe So@utJoI
As our industry e ol es and goes more irtual to acwie e groetw and engagement, twe rate of Cyber Security
attacks continues to increase. Terms sucw as spear pwiswing, ransomeare and business email compromise
(BEC) wa e noe become part of our e eryday risk management ernacular.
To address twis groeing risk, twe ACEC Business Insurance Trust was partnered eitw Greyling Insurance
Brokerage, a di ision of EPIC, and Coalition, a cyber risk management firm, to ofer you ewat ee iee as a
best in class solution.

Program Features
Free Cyber Risk Assessment
Customizable insurance
Rapid quoting
24/7 Security monitoring
Alerts of cyber incidenty
Security tools to minimize risk
Access to security evperts

Get your free cyber risk
assessment and quote.

Sample Risk Assessment ($2,500 Value)

Request your assessment

powered by
EMAIL: acecbit@greyling.com | PHONE: 833.ACECBIT (833.223.2248) | WEBSITE: acecbit.org

