
Applications for City and County Public 
Improvement Awards (PIA) will be 
mailed early summer.  It’s not too early to 
begin thinking about what public im-
provement projects you want to enter. 

ACEC of Kansas presents Public Im-
provement Awards every year in several 
population categories for both Kansas 
cities and counties.  Created in 1962, 
these awards do not recognize engineering 
projects for their engineering excellence.  
Judges do, however, rate the entries based 
on their benefit to the citizens of the com-
munity. 

PIAs offer both cities and counties an 
excellent opportunity to gain well-

deserved recognition for their projects.  
City entries that win PIAs receive en-
graved plaques at a meeting of their peers, 
while winning county entries are awarded 
plaques at the Kansas Association of 
Counties Annual Meeting Banquet.  In 
addition, winning entries also receive 
public relations benefits by entering this 
program. 

The deadline for 2006 City PIA entries 
will be September 1st and County PIA 
entries will be October 1st. 

For additional information, please visit 
www.acecks.org or call 785.357.1824. 
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Affinis Corp. 
Allgeier Martin & Associates, Inc. 

Allied Environmental Consultants, Inc. 
Bartlett & West Engineers, Inc. 

Baughman Company, P.A. 
BG Consultants, Inc. 

Black & Veatch 
BRB Contractors, Inc. 

Brungardt Honomichl & Company, P.A. 
Bucher, Willis & Ratliff Corporation 

Burns & McDonnell Engineers 
Camp Dresser & McKee, Inc. 

Campbell, Barber, Lambeth & Associates, P.A. 
CAS Construction, Inc. 

Central Kansas Engineering Consultants, LLC 
Certified Engineering Design 

Cohorst Engineering & Surveying, Inc. 
Cook, Flatt & Strobel Engineers, PA 
Cornerstone Engineering Company 

Delich, Roth & Goodwillie, P.A. 
Engineering Resources 

Evans, Bierly, Hutchison & Associates, P.A. 
FBS Engineers, Inc. 

Garver Engineers, LLC 
George Butler Associates, Inc. 

Geotechnology, Inc. 
Goedecke Engineering 
Haris Engineering, Inc. 

Harrington & Cortelyou, Inc. 
HDR Engineering, Inc. 
HDR Engineering, Inc. 

HNTB Corporation 
HWS Consulting Group, Inc. 
K.E. Miller Engineering, P.A. 
Kaw Valley Engineering, Inc. 

Kirkham, Michael & Associates, Inc. 
KLA Environmental Services, Inc. 

Kleinfelder 
Kramer Engineering, P.A. 
Krudwig & Associates, Inc. 
Landplan Engineering, P.A. 

Latimer, Sommers & Associates, P.A. 
Level-4 Engineering, LLC 

MACTEC Engineering & Consulting, Inc. 
Mixon/Hill, Inc. 

MKEC Engineering Consultants, Inc. 
Morrow Engineering, Inc. 

Olsson Associates 
Orazem & Scalora Engineering, P.A. 

Palmerton & Parrish, Inc. 
Parsons Brinckerhoff Quade & Douglas, Inc. 

Payne & Brockway, P.A. 
PEC PA 

Poe & Associates of Kansas, Inc. 
Ponzer-Youngquist, P.A. 

Poole Consulting Services, Inc. 
Reiss & Goodness Engineers 

RTE Technologies, Inc. 
Ruggles & Bohm, P.A. 
Schwab-Eaton, P.A. 

Shafer, Kline & Warren, Inc. 
Systems Management Consultants, Inc. 

Taylor & Associates, Inc. 
Terracon, Inc. 

TranSystems Corporation 
Tri-State Engineering, Inc. 

UHL Engineering, Inc. 
URS Corporation, Inc. 

Walter P. Moore and Associates, Inc. 
Wilbur Smith Associates 

Wilson & Company  

American Council of Engineering Companies 
of Kansas 

Jerry T. Younger has been selected to 
serve as the new State Transportation En-
gineer and Assistant Secretary for the 
Kansas Department of Transportation. 
The 20-year agency employee assumed 
his new duties on March 20. 

Younger accepts his position after serving 
a year stint as KDOT’s District One Engi-
neer with responsibility of 17 counties in 
northeast Kansas. He started working for 
KDOT in 1986 following graduation from 
the University of Kansas with a bache-
lor’s degree in Civil Engineering. He was 
initially in the KDOT Engineer in Train-
ing program and was a Civil Engineer I 
and later a Civil Engineer II in Road De-
sign. In 1990, he was promoted to Squad 
Leader in Road Design and he remained 
in that position for six years. 

Younger left Headquarters in Topeka in 
1996 and accepted a position as Field 

Engineering Ad-
ministrator at 
Wichita. He 
moved back to 
Topeka and was 
promoted to the 
Topeka Metro 
Engineer position 
in 1999 and re-
mained in that 
capacity until he was promoted to District 
One Engineer. 

Younger, who also holds a master’s de-
gree in Civil Engineering from KU, lives 
in rural Douglas County. He has two sons, 
Garrett, 25, and Adam, 22. 

Younger succeeds Warren Sick, who re-
cently retired after a 39-year career with 
KDOT. 

YOUNGER TO SERVE AS KDOT’S NEW STATE 
TRANSPORTATION ENGINEER AND ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 
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The American 
Public Works 

Association (APWA) 
is a unique 

organization, a mix 
of 27,000 public and 

private sector 
members working in 

concert to educate, 
advocate and 

provide information 
to the public on the 

critical role we all 
play in assuring a 

robust 
infrastructure and 

support for 
economic growth.  

APWA HEAD SAYS QUALITY AND VALUE ARE KEY BENEFITS OF QBS 

Editor's Note: The following article was writ-
ten by Bob Freudenthal, president of the 
American Public Works Association (APWA). 
For more than a decade APWA has partnered 
with ACEC on the advancement of key infra-
structure legislation and business practices.  

Those of us involved in building and main-
taining public works infrastructure understand 
how important it is to ensure quality and value 
for every project. That is our commitment and 
indeed our responsibility as members of a pro-
fession dedicated to providing the infrastruc-
ture and services on which all of our commu-
nities depend for their quality of life.  

The American Public Works Association 
(APWA) is a unique organization, a mix of 
27,000 public and private sector members 
working in concert to educate, advocate and 
provide information to the public on the criti-
cal role we all play in assuring a robust infra-
structure and support for economic growth.  

APWA has long supported quality in all pub-
lic agency activities with a focus on economy, 
safety, efficiency, sound construction, service-
ability, maintenance and operations. Along 
with the members of ACEC, we have long 
encouraged and supported the role of Qualifi-
cations-Based Selection (QBS) and believe 
that the public interest is best served when 
governmental agencies select engineers, archi-
tects and related professional services and 
technical consultants for projects and studies 
through QBS. It fosters greater creativity and 
flexibility and minimizes the potential for dis-
putes.  

Since passage of the Brooks Act in 1972, fed-
eral agencies, most states and many local 
communities use QBS procedures. The QBS 

process recognizes that engineering and de-
sign professionals play a critical role in the 
building of our public infrastructure. And 
those who use QBS understand that a signifi-
cant advantage derives from its facilitation of 
client and consultant collaboration, which 
maximizes quality, value, cost-effectiveness 
and usefulness. It is in the best interest of tax-
payers to have the most qualified firms se-
lected to do the work.  

We know that through the QBS process public 
agencies can be confident of consistently 
achieving optimum costs for studies, planning, 
design, construction, operation and mainte-
nance of publicly funded projects. Because it 
supports creativity, alternative options, inno-
vation and value, QBS is key to achieving 
smooth joint efforts by agencies and firms 
toward the common goal of a successful pro-
ject.  

In addition to our common support and en-
couragement of QBS, ACEC and APWA are 
working together on many other shared issues 
through a formal partnership dating back to 
1993. Our two organizations jointly support 
increased investment in our nation's infra-
structure at the federal, state and local levels 
of government and are working to educate 
lawmakers and the public about the need to 
close a widening infrastructure investment 
gap. Support for passage of the recently en-
acted, and long overdue surface transportation 
law, SAFETEA-LU, was also an important 
objective for all of us.  

A well-maintained, adequately funded public 
infrastructure is one of our nation's most im-
portant assets. We look forward to continuing 
and strengthening our cooperative work in 
support of QBS and all our common goals.  
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For ACEC of 
Kansas member 
firm information, 
please visit 
www.acecks.org. 

Jennifer Gunby, Jennifer Jecker, and Nathan 
Johnson of George Butler Associates have be-
come LEED Accredited Professionals through the 
U.S. Green Building Council’s Leadership in En-
ergy and Environmental Design program.  In addi-
tion, Kayla Manning and Adam Stodola have 
become registered professional engineers in the 
state of Kansas.  Kayla works in the Water Envi-
ronment Group, and Adam in the Highway and 
Streets division. 

Level-4 Engineering, LLC is a Civil Engineering 
firm established in 2004.  A focus on Capital Im-
provement Projects and Land Development is 
practiced in both Kansas and Missouri.  Level-4 
allocates more than 50 years of combined experi-
ence among the two locations in Lenexa and 
Downtown Leavenworth. 

Level-4 Engineering, LLC develops great ideas 
through comprehensive planning, creative solu-
tions, and superior management. 

Professional Civil Engineering services include: 
Master Planning and Land Development: Multi-
family Residential Development, Commercial and 
Industrial Site Development; Design: Streets, 
Storm Sewer, Sanitary Sewer, Water Lines, Street 
Lights, Stormwater Management, Erosion and 
Sediment Control; Project Management: Contract 
Administration, Project Scheduling, Construction 
Observation,  Coordination of Utility Services, 
Permitting 

ACEC Kansas is pleased to welcome Level-4 En-
gineer, LLC. 

ACEC of Kansas Firm News 

ACEC KANSAS PROUD TO WELCOME NEW MEMBER FIRMS 

Harrington & Cortelyou 
Douglas Waltemath 
911 Main Street Suite 1900 
Kansas City, MO 64105 
816-421-8386 
 
 
 

Orazem & Scalora Engineer-
ing 
Tom Orazem 
2601 Anderson Ave Suite 202 
Manhattan, KS 66502 
785-537-2553 
 
 

Uhl Engineering, Inc. 
Terry Uhl 
4200 West 83rd Street 
Prairie Village, KS 66208 
913-385-2620 

ACEC Kansas is proud to announce that the following firms are now members of the association! 

In addition to helping train tomorrow's public 
leaders on public project skills and practices, it is 
also an opportunity to get the QBS message out to 
our future city and county managers before they 
spend years building any preconceived ideas 
about procurement policy.  If ACEC is successful 
in becoming an annual part of this curriculum, 
over time it is hoped that this will have a measur-
able impact on our efforts to promote QBS 
throughout the state.  The MPA program at KU is 
the highest ranked MPA program in the country, 
and ACEC and KCA were honored to participate.   

ACEC, in conjunction with our partnering com-
mittee with the Kansas Contractors Association 
(KCA), taught a class this month at the University 
of Kansas Masters in Public Administration 
(MPA) program.  The class covered project deliv-
ery systems, qualifications based selection (QBS), 
project management, and a series of best practice 
papers produced by the ACEC/KCA partnering 
committee.  This is an effort that has been slowly 
building momentum for almost two years.  The 
class was such a success that the program has ad-
vised us that we are likely to be invited back each 
year to make the same presentation. 

ACEC TEACHES MASTERS COURSE AT KU ON PROJECT  
DELIVERY AND QUALIFICATIONS BASED SELECTION 
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